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John Flanigan is a partner in the Shanghai and Paris offices of Salans where he specializes in 
mergers and acquisitions and corporate finance, in particular leveraged acquisitions and 
venture capital investments. He acts for clients in the private equity and financial sector and in 
a wide range of other industries including technology companies, the wines and spirits sector, 
and the consumer goods industry.

He has published numerous articles on corporate and securities law issues, in particular 
regarding mergers and acquisitions, public offerings of securities and corporate governance. 
He has also been cited in numerous other publications as a recognized corporate and private 
equity practitioner.

Mr Flanigan practised in New York from 1985 until 1990, when he began practising in Paris. 
Before joining Salans in 1998, Mr Flanigan was with Willkie Farr & Gallagher in New York and 
in Paris. He has been based in Shanghai since 2006 where he is co-managing partner.

Mr Flanigan attended the University of Cincinnati (BA, summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa, 
1981), New York University and the University of North Carolina (JD, 1985), where he was a 
staff member on the North Carolina Law Review.

Mr Flanigan speaks English and French.
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Methodology 

Welcome to the 2008 Guide to the World's Leading Private Equity Lawyers, the 
international legal market's leading guide to the top practitioners advising on private 
equity law.

When first published in 1994, the Expert Guides were the first-ever guides dedicated 
to leading individuals in the legal industry. Since then we have continued to focus on 
individuals considered by clients and peers to be the best in their field.

The guides for each practice area are updated every two years. Our research process 
involves sending over 4,000 questionnaires to senior practitioners or in-house counsel 
involved in each practice area in over 60 jurisdictions, asking them to nominate 
leading practitioners based on their work and reputation. The results are analysed and 
screened for firm, network and alliance bias. The list of experts is then discussed and 
refined with advisers in legal centres worldwide.

Our researchers have compiled a list of specialists in 37 jurisdictions for this guide. 
These specialists have been independently offered the opportunity to enhance their 
listing with a professional biography. The biographies give readers valuable, detailed 
information regarding each lawyer's practice and, if appropriate, their work and 
clients.

We owe the success of this guide to all the in-house counsel and firms that completed 
questionnaires and met our researchers. Thank you. We hope you find the guide to be 
a useful tool. All information was believed to be correct at the time of going to press.

Jamie McKay
Editor
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